
View from the Chair
At our AGM we welcomed four new trustees to your Committee.
Professor Mark Hallett and Sarah Victoria Turner of the University
of York, History of Art Department to strengthen our links with that
depart ment and, in particular, to develop a student group within the
Friends. Jean Drysdale and Sally Hebron join us, too. Jean is to
expand our discount scheme for members and Sally takes on the
editorship of the newsletter and website. It is clear that the newsletter
is appreciated by you but it is costly and we shall be looking for
sponsorship to help defray the costs.
Your Committee is aware that in subscribing to the Friends many of you would wish to
see a significant acquisition to the collection and thanks to generous donations we are in
a position to do so. This year the curator identified a Turner watercolour of the Washburn
Valley which was bound for abroad having been sold by Sotheby’s for around a quarter
of a million pounds. Unfortunately the necessary hold on the export was not obtained and
the opportunity was lost. We are now seeking to acquire a significant addition to the
collection of Ettys with in mind a major exhibition and re-assessment of the work of this
York artist in a couple of years’ time.
Sadly this year has seen the deaths of two keen supporters of the Friends, Doreen Sellick,
a member of the Committee for some years, and Robin Guthrie, chairman of the Trust and
a regular attender at our AGMs. JOHN STAPLES
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Forthcoming Exhibitions
• Japanese Sashiko Textiles (main gallery) from Saturday 10th October-Sunday 3rd

January 2010
• Reflections on War in the Little Gallery, from Saturday 25th July-Sunday 15th

November
• The latest installation at York St Mary’s, Castlegate has just opened and runs until

1st November (free admission, open daily 10am-4pm). Five Sisters by Emma Biggs
and Matthew Collings takes inspiration from the window in York Minster and
includes mosaic and paintings.
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